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Concept

Dial Radio broadcasts 
anybody’s playlists!

- since June ‘23

- three people team

- 150+ playlists



  



  

Concept

Why did we want to do this?

● Lowering barrier to access

● Carrier bag theory of listening (Le Guin, 1986)

● Radio as a time-based medium

https://otherfutures.nl/uploads/documents/le-guin-the-carrier-bag-theory-of-fiction.pdf


  

Architecture

Liquids
oap!



  

Architecture

A big switch for the different 
moments.

Slots last six hours, are made up 
of:

● listener-contributed playlists

● automatic playlists



  

Architecture

Liquidsoap acts as the main 
clock:

● picks up whichever sound 
files are in watched 
directories

● calls the API at the end of 
each part of the day

● the API moves files around 
accordingly



  

Architecture

When the listener playlists are 
done, LS generates the 
tracklist of filler playlists.



  

Events!

Liquidsoap for ultra-local broadcasting



  

Feedback

+ Simple and reliable!

+ Community is 👌

- Online documentation is hard to navigate



  

Feedback

● AAC was a bit of a struggle :/

● Still figuring out smooth 
deploys

● Setting a testing environment 
takes a while and seems very 
bespoke



  

Feedback

My mental model of how LS handles event (listeners and handlers) 
is not there yet.

● Jingles overlap (append + rotate() ?)

● fallback.skip has a strange interaction with crossfade?

● Sending requests on_end of track vs. on_leave of source?



  

Thank you!

dialradio.live/contribute

gitlab.com/dial-radio

team@dialradio.live
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